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but Seneca; or in giving a fillip on Montaigne's
nose might in fact make Plutarch his jest or his
victim. Wherever in his reading he noted a quo-
tation which confirmed or added force to what he
had written, he inserted it in an appropriate place.
Many of the additions to the first two Books are
of this kind; but the earlier essays were elastic
enough to be extended in other ways; a place
here and a place there was found for anec-
dotes, personal reminiscences, new and striking
thoughts; something of the original scheme and
sequence was lost; but scheme and sequence were
not the special virtue of the Essays. The banyan-
tree threw down its branches; and, as they rooted,
they changed to trunks supporting more spacious
crowns. To trace out the logic of an essay, the
earlier form is valuable; but the added wisdom
and play of mind more than make amends,, in
such work as this, for any loss of formal evolu-
tion. " I add, but I correct not", he says; and
he goes on to explain that having parted with his
book, he no longer felt that it was his to alter,
nor indeed was he sure that years had brought
him any new wisdom which might justify emen-
dations of the work of his former self. And yet,
in fact, there are passages where he alters as well
as adds, in some few instances qualifying or
attenuating what he had previously written, but
more often enhancing the force of his idea or the
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